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connexion we have established will draw the ' bare grain ' in which each of us re- 
sides back into the life currents of living men, and enable us to live again and again 
until we, with the rest of the human race, attain immortal and spiritual bodies, — 
'everlasting habitations,' or 'eternal tabernacles,' as the Revised Version ren- 
ders it. 

"This same principle Jesus makes the basis of the general judgment. Con- 
demnation of the lost is based upon sins of omission rather than sins of commis- 
sion, and sins against man rather than against God. The mere neglect to minister 
to one's suffering fellow-beings is sufficient to sever the sympathetic connexion on 
which one depends to get back into life, and so there is no recourse for such a one 
but to remain forever bodiless in ' outer darkness.' This is also the danger Jesus so 
often referred to as threatening the rich man, the danger by a selfish life of making 
it impossible ever to live again. ' How hardly shall they that are rich enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.' To enter into that kingdom Jesus told Nicodemus that it was 
necessary to be born again ; and the severing of sympathetic connexion with one's 
race by a selfish life will make such a new birth impossible. 

" As my working hypothesis, I have adopted this : That every individual mem- 
ber of the human race lives more than one lifetime in this world, beginning each 
lifetime in the same way, — by being born, — and ending each by dying; that each 
individual will continue to do this till he rises above the necessity of dying, or sinks 
below the possibility of living. " 

The author concludes his book with the following sentences : 

' ' Let us teach men that spiritual living will produce concrete results in this 
present world, — that it will in a few generations destroy death. In other words, 
let us teach men that if they will live after the spirit rather than after the flesh, 
they shall in due time see on this very earth a literal fulfilment of the prophecy in 
Revelation xxi. 4 : 

' ' ' And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain : for 
the former things are passed away." p. c. 

Die Wirkungen des Geistes und der Geister im nachapostolischen Zbit- 

alter bis auf IrenXus. Von Heinrich Weinel, Lie. Theol., Dr. Phil. 

Freiburg i. B., Leipzig and Tubingen: Verlag von J. C. B. Mohr (Paul 

Siebeck). 1899. Pages, xii, 234. 

The present volume is an investigation of an important feature of the early 

Christian congregations, viz., their belief in the operations of spirit and spirits. 

To the early Christians the idea that they had to struggle, not with men nor with 

worldly authorities, but with powerful spirits, was not an empty phrase but a most 

tremendous reality. They believed in the existence, not only of the kingdom of 

God, but also of a demoniacal empire, and the existence of evil spirits was fully 

proved to them by experience ; for all error, all diseases, all heresies, all tempta- 
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tions, all sufferings, were simply the effects of spiritual causes. And they learned 
to battle against the prince of the world and his satanic helpers through their faith 
in Christ. Dr. Weinel, of Bonn, goes over the historical material, and describes 
the mental attitude of the early Christians and the various phenomena resulting 
therefrom. He discusses the speaking in tongues, the so-called glossolalia, ecstatic 
singing and praying, inspired authorship, miracles, the healing of diseases, the 
laying on of hands, spiritual audition, vision, and intuition, the effects of spiritual 
taste and touch, as well as other hyper-aesthetic conditions. 

The reader might have expected the author to enter into a critical discussion 
of these pneumatic phenomena from the standpoint of modern therapeutics and 
psychology, but Dr. Weinel restricts himself to a purely historical treatment of the 
subject ; he says that the phenomena discussed by him will excite the astonishment 
and interest of the reader by their strangeness and eccentricity, but will at the same 
time elicit his admiration and reverence on account of the powerful energy with 
which death, devil, and world are conquered. The task of treating the same sub- 
ject from the standpoint of psychology, or even of utilising it for practical religious 
purposes, he declines as not lying within his sphere. 

The book contains a great amount of interesting facts and shows good judg- 
ment and a mastery of the subject. p. c. 

Die metrischen Stucke des Buches Jeremia. Reconstruiert von Dr. Carl 

Heinrich Cornill, Professor der Theologie an der Universitat Breslau. 

Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung. 1901. Pages, xiii, 40. Price, 
1.50 M. 

Professor Cornill, the editor of the prophet Jeremiah in the Polychrome Bible, 
was, when compiling the Hebrew text, under the impression that the Polychrome 
Bible should serve simply as a condensation of the present standpoint of Bible 
criticism for the use of laymen ; and thus he removed only the most obvious mis- 
takes, leaving untouched all passages which, though doubtful to the critic, could 
be tolerated for the ordinary needs of devotion. Noticing that the Polychrome 
Bible is not for the layman alone, but for the scholar, that it is intended to pro- 
claim from the house-tops the results of scientific investigation, if they only be 
firmly established, he proposes to adjust the shortcomings of his text in the trans- 
lation which is soon to appear, by adding a special sheet of text explanations. His 
manuscript was handed in long ago, and in the meantime several new investiga- 
tions have appeared, among which Professor Duhm's work is not the least impor- 
tant ; and so Professor Cornill deemed it wise and justifiable to publish the result of 
at least a part of his text criticism in the present collection of the metrical passages 
of the prophet. Hebrew scholars will be the more interested in it as Jeremiah will 
be utterly misunderstood if the text were understood to be prose ; and a critical 
sifting of the Hebrew original with a special view to its metrical passages is apt to 
prove important results as to our judgment of the nature of the book and the char- 



